Effect of general anesthesia in patients with epilepsy: a population-based study.
General anesthesia may be required for particular diagnostic and therapeutic procedures in patients with seizure disorders. There is concern regarding the safety of anesthetic drugs in these individuals because of the reported proconvulsant effect of selected medications. Potentially, general anesthesia may be associated with perioperative seizures or increased adverse effects in people with epilepsy. The rationale for the present study was to evaluate the outcome of general anesthesia in a population-based cohort with seizure disorders undergoing interventions that were unlikely to alter the seizure tendency, for example, magnetic resonance imaging study. Seizures were observed in only 6 of 297 (2%) anesthetic procedures, and intravenous therapy was required in only one patient. None of the patients had any reported adverse effect from general anesthesia. The current findings may be useful in counseling and guiding patients with seizure disorders, their caregivers, and their guardians regarding the risk of general anesthesia.